
 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
Once again, Election Day is approaching. As Catholics, we have a grave duty to vote in a morally responsible way with consciences 
formed by the teachings of the Church.  Catholics may legitimately disagree on questions of policy, such as the best program to 
solve the immigration problem.  But it is not possible to be a good, faithful Catholic and oppose the Church on certain principles such 
as the prohibition against deliberately killing an innocent human being. The right to life is not just one issue among many. It is the 
foundation upon which all other rights are based. Catholics must not vote for candidates who support or promote intrinsically evil 
acts—acts which always violate the moral law and are never permitted for any reason.  
 
A Catholic voter has the responsibility to know, insofar as possible, a candidate’s position on certain non-negotiable moral issues, 
and must not vote for a politician who supports or promotes any of the non-negotiables. To do so would constitute participation in 
the evil act, albeit indirectly and remotely. If all the candidates for a particular office violate one or more of the non-negotiables, a 
Catholic must vote in such a way as to limit the evil as much as possible.  
 
The 5 Non-Negotiable Issues 
 

1. Abortion: No war, no natural disaster, no terrorist has ever killed more innocent people than abortion. The womb is now the 
most dangerous place on the planet, based on the number of deaths. An unborn child is always innocent, no matter the 
circumstances of his or her conception and does not deserve the death penalty for being conceived. 

 

2.  Euthanasia: Promoted as a “compassionate” way to end suffering, euthanasia is the intentional killing, by act or omission, of              
      an ill or elderly person.  No one has the right to take an innocent life, even his or her own. God is the master of life. We are      
      mere stewards of this gift. 
 

3.  Embryonic Stem Cell Research: Human embryos are human beings.  Killing a young, small, innocent human being to save an   
      older, sick human being is gravely evil.  
 

4.  Human Cloning: Every human being has a right to be born in the natural way, from the loving union of husband and wife.  
       Human cloning violates the dignity of human procreation and marital union.  “Unsuccessful” clones are destroyed (aborted),     
       compounding the evil of this activity. 
 

5.  Homosexual “marriage”: God created marriage...the government did not.  Throughout human history, societies across the   
       globe have intuited the importance of marriage for individuals and civilizations.  To weaken the most basic cell of society—the   
       family—by gutting marriage of it’s original meaning, while encouraging individuals to engage in immoral sexual behavior,  
       violates human dignity and undercuts the moral foundation of society. 
 
Not all issues are equal. A Catholic whose conscience is formed more by our politically-correct, relativistic culture than by the Church 
is extremely vulnerable to deception. Thankfully, there are some invaluable resources to help Catholic voters understand the non-
negotiable issues, as well as candidate positions on these issues.  Two excellent Internet resources are: 
 

 
We have a solemn duty to vote in a morally responsible, genuinely Catholic way. Lives…and souls… depend on our adherence to the 
teachings of Jesus Christ through the Catholic Church when we go to the ballot box.  
 
God’s Blessings… my prayers…   

Voter’s Guide for Serious Catholics 
An in-depth guide covering topics such as (a) the role of a Catholic voter; (b) the five non-negotiable issues; (c) how to 
determine a candidate’s position; (d) which political offices to focus on; and (e) the role of conscience.  
 

Find it here:  http://www.priestsforlife.org/elections/voterguide.htm 

Very Rev. Fr. John Lankeit 
Rector 
Ss. Simon & Jude Cathedral 

A Letter from Our Cathedral Rector 

2010 Arizona Catholic Conference Voter's Guide 
An indispensible guide showing the responses of all state and national candidates to a 12-question survey of key issues. 
 

Find it here:  http://www.diocesephoenix.org/acc/survey/2010/combined-final.html 


