A Letter from Our Cathedral Rector

Dear Parishioners,

In my college psychology courses twenty-plus years ago, the professors taught that there is no such thing as a
‘normal’ human being. It was a clever way to say: “There is no objective human standard by which everyone
should be measured.”

This is a classic example of relativism, defined by the New Oxford American Dictionary as: the doctrine that
knowledge, truth, and morality exist in relation to culture, society, or historical context, and are not
absolute.

While such a worldview may boost one’s self-esteem, relativism has catastrophic consequences! After all, if there is
no moral measuring stick, then it makes no sense to say that a person is “good” or “bad”. Without an objective
standard, how would we know? It is like saying there is no such thing as “height”. If that were true, “tall” and
“short” would be meaningless words.

Such nonsense is rooted in an atheistic worldview that infects many colleges and universities... even many so-called
“Catholic” institutions! Part of atheism’s attraction is that if God does not exist, then everything is permissible, since
no “judge” of right or wrong exists apart from one’s beliefs, feelings or preferences. Put another way: there is no
place for “sin” in atheism.

But there is, /n fact, an objective ideal against which human “goodness” or “badness” is measured... Jesus Christ.
We are good, to the extent that we are like Jesus. We are sinful to the extent that we are not.

In 1940, Pope Pius XII said. “The sin of the century is the loss of the sense of sin.” I could not agree more!

Blindness to sin has even infected the Church! Want proof? Try finding a parish with easily accessible Confession.
Many offer just 30 minutes on Saturday. Others forgive “by appointment only”. Some do not absolve at all! Even
the non-threatening “reconciliation room” is a clever use of words to avoid the mere suggestion of sin.

Well, I am declaring WAR on such madness... and I am recruiting soldiers! When I arrived at Ss. Simon & Jude, I
discovered that only two of the four confessionals were operational. One was being used for candle storage. I
thought it more appropriate to replace wax “lights” with the “Light of the world” (Jn 8:12). So the candles were
evicted!

If you've seen our confessionals—especially the former “candle closet”—you know how desperately they need an
upgrade. A generous couple has already donated $1000 in “seed money” for their restoration. I am most grateful
to them!

If I had not had ready access to the Sacrament of Penance before the seminary, I would not be a priest today. And
without Confession, I will not become a saint... and neither will you!

People often ask me how they can serve this parish. Here's a wonderful opportunity! If you would like to help “pre-pare the
way for the Lord” (cf. Lk 3:4) by donating to “re-pair” our confessionals, please contact me at the parish office.

I assure you... if we build them, He wil// come! —

God'’s Blessings... my prayers...

Very Rev. Fr. John Lankeit
Rector
Ss. Simon & Jude Cathedral
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