A Letter from Our Cathedral Rector

Dear Parishioners,

People frequently ask me why I always wear my clerics (priest garb) instead of street clothes. One person even
asked if I sleep in them! I answered, “yes”, and meant it...sort of.

In 2006, some family friends gave me an unusual ordination gift—four black t-shirts each with a small white square
silkscreened on the front center of the collar. From a distance the t-shirts look just like real clerics. However, since
clerical “t-shirts” look tacky with shorts and flip-flops and also cheapen the dignity of the priesthood, I found a more
appropriate use for the t-shirts. I sleep in them.

So, why do I consider it important to wear clerics almost all the time? The main reason is that priesthood is not a
function. It is an /dentity. According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church:

This sacrament [of Holy Orders] configures the recipient to Christ by a special grace of the Holy Spirit
(Paragraph 1581) ...[and] confers an indelible spiritual character [that] cannot be repeated or conferred
temporarily (Paragraph 1582)...[S]Jomeone validly ordained can, for grave reasons, be discharged from
the obligations and functions [emphasis added] linked to ordination, or can be forbidden to exercise
them; but he cannot become a layman again in the strict sense, because the character imprinted by
ordination is for ever (Paragraph 1583).

In other words, ordination changes the man’s identity. His new identity remains intact, even when his function (e.g.
pastor of a parish) changes or ends. When a priest wears his clerics, you know he's a priest. But clerics are not
merely a uniform. They are a visible expression of identity.

Think of the “identity question” this way. Parents become parents forever from the moment of their child’s
conception. Now, if a husband and wife arrange for a babysitter for their infant some night so they can go out to
dinner alone, they do not cease being parents once they leave the house for a few hours, just because they are not
doing strictly “fatherly” or “motherly” things—aside from, perhaps, worrying about their baby.

A priest is consecrated, that is, dedicated formally for a religious or divine purpose. But if people treat the priest like
“one of the guys” instead of one set apart to bring God to the people and the people to God, he will very likely
begin to act like one of the guys, and often in unhealthy or destructive ways (think “abuse scandal”).

Being “set apart” does not mean that a priest is better than anyone else. And it is precisely that fact that makes
clerical garb so important. It is not only the people, but also the priest himself, who need to be reminded
constantly that he is a visible icon of God'’s presence. Clerics discourage the “one of the guys” temptation.

Here is an excellent Internet article, with nearly two dozen more reasons why priests should wear the collar.

http://www.courageouspriest.com/23-reasons-why-a-priest-should-wear-his-collar

It offers valuable insight into priestly identity that I hope you will find informative.

God’s Blessings... my prayers...
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Very Rev. Fr. John Lankeit
Rector
Ss. Simon & Jude Cathedral




