A Letter from Our Cathedral Rector

Dear Parishioners,

When I began my seminary formation, I was overwhelmed by the sheer amount of Catholic knowledge I needed to master for
priesthood. I lamented to my spiritual director, “I'll never know everything I need to know to be a good priest.” He responded,
“That's one way to look at it. Or you could say, ‘Praise God that our Catholic Faith is such a rich treasure that it can never be
exhausted!”

If we are spiritually attentive, we will notice that the Lord routinely reveals the precise information, the words we need in a given
situation, or the resources to consult in order to become effective Catholic evangelizers. One such resource is Immaculate Heart
Radio, our local Catholic radio station at 1310 AM. As a priest, 1 continue to learn so much about our Catholic Faith just by
tuning in occasionally.

I was listening in my car recently, and Fr. John Corapi explained how a particular Marian prayer helped him navigate seemingly
insurmountable challenges in his own vocational discernment years earlier. He said he prayed the prayer 1000 times a day for
33 days. The 33rd day was the Solemnity of the Assumption—something he had not planned ahead of time. Our Lady
answered his prayer and he has become one of the most dynamic, effective preachers in the Catholic Church today! Here is the
prayer:

“Immaculate Heart of Mary, I place my trust in you.”

As I listened, the Holy Spirit prompted me to write the prayer down. I carried the prayer in my shirt pocket throughout that
week and shared it with several individuals who had come to me for spiritual guidance. Via Catholic radio, the Lord gave me the
precise words of counsel, encouragement and assistance that these people needed. The Lord works in mysterious ways... and
waves (the airwaves!).

Here are some amazing Catholic Radio facts:

1/3 of listeners say Immaculate Heart Radio has brought them back to the Faith

50% are now more involved with their parish

2/3 say they have become more likely to give financially to their parishes and other charities

52% of Immaculate Heart Radio now attend Mass more frequently after listening to its programming
69% say Immaculate Heart Radio has helped teach their children about the Faith

95% have grown spiritually

102 say Immaculate Heart Radio saved their Marriage

28 say, “Immaculate Heart Radio helped me convert from Atheism”

23 say, “Immaculate Heart Radio helped me when I was contemplating suicide”

7 say, “Immaculate Heart Radio helped me choose life for my baby”

To these comments, I add my own:
"I continue to grow in my Catholic faith and knowledge as a priest by listening to Immaculate Heart Radio.”

If you seek to deepen your relationship with Christ and his Church, and to know more about our Faith, I encourage you to tune
in to Immaculate Heart Radio frequently.

You will be a better soldier for Christ if you do!

God’s Blessings... my prayers... —
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Very Rev. Fr. John Lankeit
Rector
Ss. Simon & Jude Cathedral




