A Letter from Our Cathedral Rector
Dear Parishioners,

In recent years, many well-intentioned, but misguided trends have invaded the Church. Among them, the
deliberate attempt to “sanitize” the Sacraments of masculine references to God.

Here's what it sounds like at Mass:

Instead of saying “for the praise and glory of his name, for our good and the good of all his Church”,
some people change the words to “...for the praise and glory of [God’s] name, for our good and the good
of all [*God’s” or “the"”] Church.”

And, some people recite the Creed, saying, “...for us [omit the word “"men”] and for our salvation, he came
down from Heaven. By the power of the Holy Spirit, he was born of the Virgin Mary and became
[insert “a"] man...”

This trend has tragic consequences. In addition to distancing us from the loving Father whom Jesus himself
revealed, it can also be deadly to souls. Several years ago, a priest in the Midwest baptized dozens of children in
the name of “the Creator, the Redeemer and the Sanctifier”. While (perhaps!) nobody was “offended”, nobody was
validly baptized either. The diocesan bishop had to inform the parents that their children had not, /n fact, received
the Sacrament.

Imagine these parents’ horror if, God forbid, their infant died in Original Sin, just because a priest wanted to avoid
offending someone by baptizing exactly as Jesus himself commanded (Mt 28:19).

Obedience starts with the clergy, as the Catechism teaches:

For this reason no sacramental rite may be modified or manipulated at the will of the minister or the
community. Even the supreme authority in the Church may not change the liturgy arbitrarily, but only
in the obedience of faith and with religious respect for the mystery of the liturgy. (Paragraph 1125).

In Jesus’ time, pagans worshipped devious, aloof and vengeful “gods”. Today, some non-Christians worship a god
who is pure will and therefore must only be obeyed, not loved as a Father. Nobody is more inclusive than a Father,
who sacrifices his Son for our salvation, who give us his Holy Spirit and who adopts us into his family at baptism.
We don't worship a generic god. We worship Our Father! Our Savior is not an androgynous “humanoid”...he’s a
flesh-and-blood, real man!

Brothers and sisters, the holy martyrs preferred to die for their faith rather than succumb to fashionable societal
trends. They died for believing the very words of the Creed we pray every Sunday. To alter the words of the Creed
(or the Sacramental rites) arbitrarily is the spiritual equivalent of burning the American flag, disparaging the men
and women who died protecting our nation’s freedom.

Sanitizing the Sacraments of masculine references to God scrubs the intimate relationship out of the central
teaching of our Catholic faith—that our loving God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. If we spent as much time allowing
the Lord to sanitize our souls from sin as we do parsing our language to be politically correct, we'd be a lot closer to
sainthood!

Very Rev. Fr. John Lankeit
Rector
Ss. Simon & Jude Cathedral
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